Social and Behavioral Sciences Curriculum Committee

Approved MINUTES

January 13, 2009

Time: 3:30-5:00 PM





Location: 1039 Derby Hall

Attendees: Hobgood, McGraw, Weinberg, Liddle, Bellair, Vasey, Haddad, Mumy, Valle, McDaniel, Severtis

Agenda:

1. Approve the previous minutes from 12/1/08 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
2. Psychology H415 
· Course is built around proposer’s book, who is known for courses of rigor
· Neuroscience not quite the new word for psychobiology but many neuro faculty are in psychology

· Last quarter of class are presentations (not unusual for an honors course), a lot of class time devoted to it; much of honors work is participation; appears demanding
· Most concurrences have been sent and agreed

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
3. Psychology 601 
· This is beyond an introductory level course on comparative psychology, following on Psych 313, required of all Psych majors
· More rigorous because the basics are taken care of in the previous course

· Completed concurrences
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
4. Psychology 832 
· Taught for many years; students have complained that the course requires them to do more than the typical graduate course, hence the credit hr increase
· Course now includes adult aspects more than it used to, hence the title change

· Compared to other 800 level courses in the department: a committee member’s course they are currently teaching is lighter than this course; more important, compared to other 800 level developmental psych courses, this course is a little extra time than others at this level and certainly comparable
· Most political science grad courses are 5 credits; psych has a rationale for treating courses differently, with a few exceptions most of the courses are 3 credits and many are heavier; this 4 credit course is routinely taken by students outside the dept so courses like this have other implications

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED

5. Sociology 852

At its Nov. 3, 2008 meeting SBS CC approved Soc. 852 as a new course contingent on receiving outstanding concurrence requests.  Concurrences were subsequently received from all parties except Statistics, which filed a non-concurrence.  In later exchanges between Statistics and Sociology, Statistics made it clear that it would engage in no further discussions.  In light of this, a motion was made to approve Sociology 852 without a concurrence from Statistics and to send it on to the next level of the approval process.  UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED motion to discuss- Vasey, Liddle; UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED

6. Sociology Minor Program revision 

· Part 3 of the sociology curriculum revisions, following the major program, prerequisites for undergrad and upper level courses in particular- the main focus is to find ways to make the minor programs more interesting and stimulate demand; currently 3 minors: sociology minor, criminology & social strat/inequality; the soc minor enrolls the most students (sp08- 105), which enrolls more than Crim, seen as odd given that the Crim major enrolls more than Soc major; Psych students are the most often Soc minor recipients, others are from Poli Sci, Comm & Social Work; enrollment in social strat/inequality minor is 1 student right now (probably more when degree audits occur) (perhaps because the current requirements are nearly identical with the Soc major, which has an established name brand with it)- this current structure was developed and proposed years ago, perhaps because the interdisciplinary minors were proliferated at the time; the current minors were set up with the mini-major philosophy (not based on enrollments at the time)
· Changes: Leaving sociology minor as is; change other 2 minors more substantively based and add the Health and Society minor program; there are no credit hr requirement changes (25 hr); potential reason for lack of enrollment- students may not know what social strat and inequality is so decision was to change title to inequality and society, and change title of Crim minor to match Crim major title: Criminology and Criminal Justice Studies; 3 core courses for the 3-non-Soc tracks; removal of research methods course for these minors because most of the programs where the minors are coming from already have a methods course
· Benchmark institutional data shows not much homogeneity across institutions as Wisconsin has interdisciplinary concentrations rather than minors, UCLA has no minors but immersion programs/course clusters,;25 hr requirement falls a bit below other minor-granting institutions and much variation within Big 10 programs (20 hr is the minimum) but making hours larger is counter-productive to increasing enrollment; undergraduate advisors began to talk with students and they seemed to like the idea, preferring not take an additional research methods course 
· Low enrollment in Crim rationale- seems unequal to the previous statement stating 67 enrollees in Spring 2008. Sociology minor has about 105 enrollees in the same quarter; that is what that statement is getting at; perhaps underperforming is a better language
· Is it wise to submit in 1 package and send them out, in case 1 flies through and another wouldn’t? Administratively 1 meeting is ideal.  If there is delay with 1 or another minor it could hold it up; but seeing them all together as 1 package is more holistic.  

· The revision differentiates the minor programs more substantially

· Under current Crim requirements, it should say 2 electives

· The methods course (488, 549) pulled is not listed in possible electives; but each elective sheet was asked to be differentiated based on substance; will be added to each Appendix A and B

· Intro to Sociology not a requirement for social strat and crim, but it is included in the appendices as electives

· Prereqs for upper level courses are some mid-level courses; not a deceptive attempt to increase the number of credit hours students must take
· Students taking a research methods in another department cannot count that in the sociology suite of minors credit

· Public health minor (allied med or occupational therapy)?  Some contact with those departments especially in relation to the health minor
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
